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Chennai Rates

Diesel/l
Rs.65.71

Gold (24k)
Rs.4214/gm

Petrol/l
Rs 72.28

Silver
Rs.40.50/gm

Nigeria, Mar.25:   
At least 70 Nigerian 

soldiers were killed in an 
ambush on their convoy 
by jihadist fighters in the 
restive northeast, military 
and security sources said 
on Tuesday.   
Insurgents fired rocket-

propelled grenades at a 
lorry carrying troops as 
it travelled near Gorgi 

village in Borno State 
on Monday, two military 
officers said in anonymity.  
“It was a huge loss, 

at least 70 soldiers have 
perished in the ambush,” 
one of the officers said.  
“ T h e  t e r r o r i s t s 

specifically targeted a 
truck loaded with soldiers 
with RPGs and incinerated 
the vehicle, killing all on 

board,” a second officer 
said.  
“So far 70 bodies have 

been recovered but the 
toll is certainly more than 
that as rescue operation is 
still underway.”  
Several soldiers were 

injured and some others 
taken captive by the 
jihadists, the two officers 
said.   

Jihadists kill 90 Nigerian troops

New Delhi,Mar.25: 
Amid the coronavirus 

outbreak, the government 
on Wednesday banned 
export of anti-malarial 
drug hydroxycloroquine, 
with immediate effect 
to ensure suff ic ient 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
medicine in the domestic 
market.
Ind ian Counci l of 

Medical Research (ICMR) 
Director-General Balram 
Bhargava had on Monday 
recommended the use 
of hydroxychloroquine 
for treating healthcare 
w o r k e r s  h a n d l i n g 
suspected or confirmed 
coronavirus cases and 
also the asymptomatic 
household contacts of the 
lab-confirmed cases.
The treatment protocol 

recommended by the 
ICMR-constituted National 
Task Force for COVID-19 
has been approved by 
the Drug Control ler 
General of India (DGCI) 
for restricted use in 

emergency situations.
In a notification issued 

on Wedne sd ay,  t h e 
Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade (DGFT), 
an arm of the commerce 
ministry which deals with 
export and import-related 
matters, said, “The export 
of hydroxycloroquine and 
formulations made from 
hydroxycloroquine is 
prohibited with immediate 
effect”.It, however, said 
the government will allow 
export of the medicine on 
humanitarian grounds on 
a case-to-case basis on 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs’ recommendation.
Export will also be 

permitted from the special 
economic zones/export-
oriented units and in 
cases where the outbound 
shipment is made to fulfil 
an export obligation under 
any advance authorisation 
license issued on or 
before the date of this 
notification, which is 
March 25, 2020.

It added, “Export will 
be allowed in case of 
shipments where the 
irrevocable letter of credit 
has been issued before the 
date of this notification 
or in the case where 
full advance payment 
has been received by the 
exporter in India against 
the specific shipment, 
subject to the submission 
of documentary evidence.”
According to some 

repor ts , demand for 
hydroxychloroquine and 
chloroquine, a related 
compound, have jumped 
after US President Donald 
Trump said that these 
salts were effective in 
treating COVID-19.
People are panic buying 

this medicine.
Over the last few 

weeks, India has banned 
exports of the host of 
medical devices including 
sanitisers, all types of 
ventilators and surgical 
masks.

Govt bans anti-Malarial 
drug export

Chennai, Mar.25:  
Tamil Nadu reported 

its first Covid-19 death 
at the Rajaji Government 
Hospital in Madurai this 
morning. The 54-year-old 
man from Madurai had no 
history of travel to any 
coronavirus-affected state 
or country.   
However, he did have 

contact with two Thai 
nationals who had tested 
positive for Covid-19 and 
are undergoing treatment 
in isolation in Erode.   
 “Despite our best 

efforts, RajajiHospital 
authorities he passed away. 

He had medical history of 
prolonged illness with 
steroid-dependent COPD, 
uncontrolled Diabetes with 
Hypertension,” Health 
Minister C. Vijayabaskar 
tweeted.Tamil Nadu on 
Monday reported three 
more posi t ive cases 
of coronavirus, taking 
the total to 12, Health 
Minister C Vijaya Baskar 
said.
The pat ient tes ted 

p o s i t i v e  f o r  t h e 
coronavirus on March 23. 
Yesterday the minister had 
disclosed that the patient 
had not responded well 

to treatment due to his 
medical condition. “He 
has a medical history of 
prolonged illness with 
steroid dependent COPD, 
uncontrolled diabetes with 
hypertension,” he said.   
As o f Wednesday 

morning, the total number 
of Covid-19 infected 
patients in Tamil Nadu 
was 18, including one 
patient who has recovered.   
The latest patients 

include a 65-year-old man 
who returned from New 
Zealand and is currently 
in isolation at a private 
hospital, a 55-year-old 

woman from Saidapet who 
is currently in quarantine 
Kilpauk Medical College 
Hospital, and a 25-year-
old who returned from 
London and is undergoing 
treatment at the Rajiv 
Gandh i Gove rnmen t 
General Hospital.   
The latest cases include 

two, both men, with travel 
history to London, while 
the other is a 54-year-old 
man, he tweeted. They 
have been admitted to the 
designated hospitals in the 
city and in Madurai.

TN records first Corona death 
in Madurai, Cases 19

Chennai, Mar 25:  
Chief Minister Edappadi K 

Palaniswami announced Rs. 10 cr 
for the renovation of 1000 village 
temples, a hike in the pension of 
village temple priests to Rs 3,000 
from Rs 1,000 and said a television 
channel dedicated to shrines will 
be launched.  
Announcing new initiatives under 

rule 110 for the Hindu Religious 
and Chari table Endowments 
Department (HR and CE), he 
informed the Assembly that the 

pension will be hiked. “The pension 
of retired village temple priests will 
be increased to Rs 3,000 from Rs 
1,000,” he said.  
The beneficiaries are those who 

have completed 20 years of service 
and completed 60 years of age 
and served at temples not under 
the ambit of HR and CE. He said 
that the additional expenditure of 
Rs 4.64 crore for the move will be 
met from government funds.  
Palaniswami said renovation work 

will be carried out in 55 ancient 

temples at a cost of Rs 50 crore 
from government and temple fund. 
“A television (channel) will be 
launched in the name of Thirukkoil 
at an estimated cost of Rs 8.77 
crore,” he said.  
He said that development work, 

including desilting will also be done 
in 100 tanks owned by temples at 
a cost of Rs 26.20 crore. “At a 
cost of about Rs four crore, free 
weddings will be held for 10,000 
poor couples at 50 temples,” the 
chief minister said.  

CM announces facelift for 
temples, pay hike for staff, 

new TV for shrines

States told not to 
close food 

processing units
New Delhi, Mar. 25:
The Centre has asked all 

states and Union Territories 
(UTs) not to obstruct or 
close food processing units, 
and maintain uninterrupted 
supply amid lockdown 
in the country due to 
coronavirus outbreak.  

 In a communication 
to all chief secretaries of 
states and administrators of 
all UTs, secretary in the 
department for promotion 
of industry and internal 
trade (DPIIT) Guruprasad 
Mohapatra has also urged 
to allow workers and 
operators at retail outlets, 
pharmacies, manufacturing 
units to travel to their 
units.  

“ I n  t h e  w a k e  o f 
precautions being taken 
by various states for 
prevention of COVID-19 
through lockdowns and 
various other precautionary 
measures, it is seen to 
issue clear instructions 
from DPIIT to s ta te 
authorities to not obstruct 
and call for closure of food 
processing units, since they 
manufacture food stuff and 
to maintain uninterrupted 
supply for citizens of our 
country,” the letter dated 
March 23 said.  

US announces $2 trillion Corona 
rescue package for economy

Aid to small businesses to pay jobless workers , $500 bn loan to big units
Washington, Mar. 25  

The White House and 
Senate leaders of both 
parties have struck an 
agreement on a sweeping 
USD 2 trillion measure 
to aid workers, businesses 
and a health care system 
strained by the rapidly 
spreading coronavirus 
outbreak.  

The agreement came on 
late Tuesday after days of 
often intense haggling and 
mounting pressure and 
still needed to be finalised 
in detailed legislative 
language.  

Top White House aide 
Eric Ueland announced 
the agreement in a Capitol 

hallway shortly after 
midnight. “Ladies and 
gentlemen, we are done. 
We have a deal,” Ueland 
said.  

The unprecedented 
economic rescue package 
would give direct payments 
to most Americans, expand 
unemployment benefits 
and provide a USD 367 
billion program for small 
businesses to keep making 
payroll while workers are 
forced to stay home.  

The final details had 
proved nettlesome. One 
of the last issues to close 
concerned USD 500 billion 
for guaranteed, subsidized 
loans to larger industries, 

including a fight over how 
generous to be with the 
airlines. Hospitals would 
get significant help as 
well.  

The package was aimed 
to combat what Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell had called 
“the most serous threat 
to Americans’ health in 
over a century and quite 
likely the greatest risk 
to America’s jobs and 
prosperity that we’ve 
seen since the Great 
Depression.” Yet even as 
the public-health crisis 
deepened , P re s i den t 
Donald Trump expressed 
eagerness to nudge many 

people back to work in 
coming weeks and held 
out a prospect, based more 
on hope than science, that 
the country could be 
returning to normal in less 
than a month.  

“We have to go back to 
work, much sooner than 
people thought, Trump 
told a Fox News town 
hall. He said he’d like to 
have the country opened 
up and just raring to go 
by Easter, April 12.  

 But in a White House 
briefing later, Trump said 
“our decision will be 
based on hard facts and 
data. Medical professionals 
say social distancing 

needs to be stepped up, 
not relaxed, to slow the 
spread of infections.  

 At the White House 
briefing, the public-health 
authorities said it was 
particularly important for 
people in the hard-hit New 
York City metropolitan 
a r e a  t o  q u a r a n t i n e 
themselves for 14 days, 
and for those who have 
recently left the city to 
do the same.  

Dr Anthony Fauci, 
the government’s top 
infectious disease expert, 
said pointedly at the 
briefing, “No one is going 
to want to tone down 
anything when you see 
what is going on in a 
place like New York City.  

 Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and 
congressional leaders 
e n g a g e d  i n  f i n a l 
negotiat ions Tuesday 
after a tumultuous but 
productive day Monday. 
While the two sides had 
resolved many issues in 
the sweeping package, 
some sticking points 
remained.  

We’re trying to finalize 

a l l  t h e  do cumen t s , 
going through a lot of 
complicated issues, and 
we’re making a lot of 
progress, Mnuchin said 
earlier Tuesday.  

Ravaged in recent 
days, stocks rocketed as 
negotiators signaled a 
resolution was in sight.  

At issue in the Capitol 
was an unprecedented 
economic rescue package. 
A one-time payment of 
USD 1,200 per adult and 
USD 500 per child would 
go directly to the public. 
A huge cash infusion 
for hospitals expecting 
a flood of COVID-19 
patients grew during the 
talks at the insistence of 
Sen. Chuck Schumer, the 
Democratic leader, while 
Republicans pressed for 
tens of billions of dollars 
for additional relief to 
be delivered through 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, 
the lead federal disaster 
agency.  

Democrats said the 
package would help replace 
the salary of furloughed 
workers for four months, 

rather than the three 
months first proposed. 
Furloughed workers would 
get whatever amount a 
state usually provides for 
unemployment, plus a 
USD 600 per week add-
on, with gig workers like 
Uber drivers covered for 
the first time. Companies 
would be able to defer 
payment of the 6.2% 
Social Security payroll 
tax.  

Opening the Senate 
on Tuesday, McConnell 
combined optimism about 
the chances for a deal 
with frustration at the 
delays and a sober view 
of the crisis at hand.  

The urgency and the 
gravity of this moment 
c a n no t  b e  l o s t  o n 
anyone, he said. On the 
negotiations, he said, It’s 
taken a lot of noise and 
a lot of rhetoric to get 
us here.  

 Still, “we are very 
close. We are close to a 
bill that takes our bold 
Republican framework, 
integrates further ideas 
from both parties, and 
delivers huge progress. 

Earlier Tuesday, Trump 
urged swi f t  ac t i on . 
Congress must approve 
the deal, without all of 
the nonsense, today,” he 
tweeted. The longer it 
takes, the harder it will be 
to start up our economy. 
Democrats pointed to 
ga ins for hosp i ta l s , 
additional oversight of the 
huge industry stabilization 
fund, and money for cash-
strapped states.  

A  c o m p a n i o n 
appropriations package 
b a l l o o n ed a s  we l l , 
growing from a $46 
bil l ion White House 
proposal to more than 
USD 300 billion, which 
dwarfs earlier disasters 
inc lud ing Hur r i cane 
Katrina and Superstorm 
Sandy combined.  

To provide transparency, 
the package is expected to 
create a new inspector 
general and oversight 
board for the corporate 
dollars, much as was done 
during the 2008 Troubled 
Asset Relief Program 
bank rescue, officials said.    

Chennai, Mar 25:
Chief Minister Edappadi 

Palaniswami announced 
the creation of an Data 
Centre Park, spread over 
150 acres across Nemili 
and Mannur villages in 
Sriperumbudur taluk, at a 
cost of Rs. 500 crore.
Making announcements 

unde r ru l e 110 the 
assembly Chief Minister 
Edappadi Palaniswami said 

“The park will be set up 
by Tidco (Tamil Nadu 
Industrial Development 
C o r p o r a t i o n ) .  T h e 
companies at the park 
will create 3,500 jobs. “
CM said a Startup and 

Innovation City would 
come up in Chennai at 
a cost of Rs. 350 crore. 
The objective was to 
encourage innovation and 
help knowledge-based 

firms by providing the 
necessary infrastructure 
a n d  a  c omm e r c i a l 
atmosphere, he said. The 
Chief Minister said a 
private industrial park 
would be created on 116.24 
acres at Kallapalayam 
village in Coimbatore 
district through Codissia 
(Coimbatore District Small 
Industries’ Association), 
at a cost of Rs. 20.96 

CM announces Data centre park, 
infra boost for industrial parks

crore. The government’s 
grant for the project is 
Rs. 10 crore. The lakes 
in Siruseri Sipcot and 
Navalur would be desilted 
and bunds strengthened to 
create walking and cycling 
paths for the benefit of IT 
employees and the general 
public. The cost of the 
project is Rs. 50 crore.
Infrastructure will be 

created at Manal lur, 
Cheyyaru, Manapparai, 
Theni, Mankkudi and 
Chakkarakottai at a cost 
of Rs. 2,934 crore when 
Sipcot sets up industrial 
parks. The funds will come 
from Asian Development 
Bank and Nabard.A third-
stage water purifying plant 
would be set up to ensure 
uninterrupted water supply 
to the factories in Hosur 
Sipcot. Water will be 
sourced from Kelavarapalli 
dam.

Amma canteen helps

Amma Canteens in Chennai were open to give food to needy sections of the society and to emergency team 
workers on the job despite the total lockdown
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New Delhi, Mar.25: 
Ind ia wi l l g round 

all domestic passenger 
flights from Wednesday 
to combat the spread of 
the novel coronavirus, the 
government said, as more 
states ordered lockdowns.
India has already banned 

incoming international 
flights and sealed most 
of its land borders.
 Th e gov e r nmen t 

information bureau said 
only cargo flights will be 
allowed.
India has reported 

seven virus deaths from 
more than 400 cases, 
but infections have risen 
sharply in recent days.

India suspends 
domestic 
flights

Divine Digest

Inspiring 
thought 

Healthy living

The best way to cheer 
yourself up is to try to 
cheer somebody else 
up.” 

- Mark Twain

Freedom I 
A l l  b e i n g s  a r e 

struggling for freedom 
in one form or another. 
Bondage or restriction is 
misery. Freedom or self-
sufficiency is happiness.

Freedom from hunger 
and thirst is a motive 
p o w e r  c o m m o n  t o 
all beings. Natue has 
placed this limitation 
on them. They are trying 
to extricate themselves. 
Ignorance is a bondage. 
They search for that 
knowledge which frees 
them.

When I  am sel f -
constrained and self-
suff ic ient  there  i s 
nothing in the universe 
to interfere with my 
freedom.

-Buddha

The ear is normally a self-cleaning 
mechanism. Wax acts in a protective 
manner, catching particles that may 
land in the ear. Fine hairs inside the 
ear canal constantly move wax and 
sloughed skin out of the canal. 

Wax and skin can build up inside 
the ear canal. If the canal is not clean, 
the eardrum can become completely 
blocked, greatly reducing hearing 
and eventually cause permanent 
damage.

If you have itching inside your ear 

canal, use an eye dropper to place 
a few drops of baby oil in your canal 
once or twice a week to lubricate.

Common symptoms associated 
with hearing impairment are ringing 
sounds in the ears, a feeling of 
pressure in the ears, and dizziness.

Your doctor or hearing specialist 
should remove your excess wax. 
Do not try and remove ear wax with 
cotton swabs, hair pins, or other hard 
objects. You can damage your ear 
canal or eardrum.

Better Hearing!

Su-do-ku   me-8
F i l l  t h e  g r i d  w i t h 
numbers so that every 
row, every column 
and every 3-by-3 box 
contains the digits 1 to 
9, without repeating. 

me-8 solution

New Delhi, Mar 25:
F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r 

Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Tuesday extended the 
deadline for filing GST 
returns for March-May to 
June 30.
On late filing of GST 

returns, no late fee, 
penalty or interest will 
be charged for companies 
with turnover of up to Rs 
5 crore.
For companies with 

more than Rs 5 crore 
turnover, no late fee and 
penalty will be charged on 
GST return filed by 15 
days. A reduced interest 
rate of 9 per cent will be 
charged, she said.
The minister said ‘’Sab 

ka Vishwas’’ indirect tax 
dispute redressal scheme 
has also been extended to 
June 30 and no interest 
on payment made till June 
30 will be charged.
A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e 

gove r nmen t  r e l a x ed 
company p rov i s i on s 
including that of mandatory 
holding of board meeting 
and fil ing of return 
by newly incorporated 
companies.

Govt extends 
GST filing 
deadline

New Delhi , Mar 25:  
With the number of 

coronavirus cases rising 
in the country, several 
parents want schools to 
not reopen soon and 
have suggested that 
academic loss if any can 
be reduced by curtailing 
the summer vacation.   

Several schools, which 
are already offering 
classes through digital 
modes of learning, say 
a decision in this regard 
will be taken only after 
March 31 once a review 
of the situation is done 
and also if the lockdown 
is curtailed.   According 
to a survey by online 
platform Localcircles.
com, 81 per cent parents 
are in favour of schools 
being shut through May 
and reopening on June 
1. Over 10,000 parents 
were interviewed for the 
survey.   

“The way cases are 
rising, I believe even if 
the lockdowns are eased, 
schools should not reopen 
for at least a month. Kids 
are very sensitive and 
their safety should be of 
utmost concern,” Ritvik 
Ahuja, an architect by 
profession, told PTI.   

Another parent P K 
Shukla, said, “Schools are 
already conducting online 
sessions, assignments are 
being done online. I am 
sure with technology at 

hand, lot can be managed 
so there is not going to 
be much academic loss.” 
Echoing similar concern, 
Shweta Babber, an IT 
professional said, “The 
loss of the number of 
days in the academic 
calendar can be made 
up by not giving any 
summer vacation this 
year.” Rashi Kuldeep, 
who is admission 
counsellor at a private 
school in Gurgaon, said, 
“We have not suspended 
any academic activity, we 
have just moved it online. 
Even for admissions that 
were supposed to happen 
in the new session, all of 
that is going on online. 
But as a parent, I believe 
the schools should 
continue to remain 
closed till the situation 
is completely under 
control.” The classes and 
examination have been 
suspended in all schools 
till March 31 amid the 
coronavirus outbreak.   

 Jawahar Navodya 
Vidyalayas (JNVs) across 
the country have already 
announced advanced 
summer break and will 
reopen on May 22.   

The Delhi government 
has called a meeting 
on March 26 to discuss 
measures that can be 
taken if need arises to 
keep schools closed after 
March 31 in view of the 

COVID-19 situation.   
According to a senior 

official of the Directorate 
of Education (DoE), 
incase schools need to 
be closed further, we 
need to have an alternate 
plan so that academic 
loss of students can be 
minimised.   

“With the kind of 
situation around, if need 
arises, of course this step 
will be taken. We will 
review the situation after 
March 31 and also see if 
the lockdown is lifted,” 
said Principal of a school 
in Mayur Vihar, who did 
not wish to be identified.   

Neena Kaul, Principal, 
Heritage Xperiential 
Learning School, told 
PTI, “as an educational 
institution it is our 
responsibility to work 
with all our stakeholders 
to ensure the safety of 
our children and staff as 
well as the continuity of 
our students’ learning. 
We understand and 
are sensitive towards 
the request of the 
parent community on 
the change in summer 
holiday schedule.” “We 
are awaiting necessary 
directives from the 
government and will 
take action accordingly. 
During the break, we 
have advised parents, 
teachers and other staff 
to avoid making any 

travel plans until we 
have more information 
on the summer holiday 
schedule,” she added.   

A representative of 
a private school chain 
with schools in Gurgaon 
and Noida said, “As of 
now no decision can be 
taken unilaterally. The 
government is assessing 
the situation and we are 
following the directives. 
The CBSE will issue 
instructions in this regard 
after March 31. Students 
safety is of priority for 
us, for parents as well 
as the government.” 
Coronavirus cases crossed 
500 and one more 
death from the infection 
reported taking the toll 
to 10, as the Centre on 
Tuesday asked the states 
and union territories to 
clamp curfew wherever 
necessary in the wake of 
people defying lockdown 
orders in several parts of 
the country.   

As 32 states and union 
territories announced 
complete lockdown till 
March 31 to deal with 
the pandemic, authorities 
are taking a serious view 
of people continuing to 
venture out despite the 
lockdown considering 
that the coming days 
and weeks are going to 
be extremely crucial to 
contain the spread of the 
infection.     

Parents want schools 
to remain closed, seek 

shorter summer vacation

Saudi reports first 
coronavirus death

Riyadh, Mar 25:
Saudi Arabia has 

reported its first death 
from the new coronavirus 
as the total number of 
infections spiked to 767, 
according to the health 
ministry.  An Afghan 
resident in the western city 
of Medina died from the 
virus, the ministry said, 
while reporting 205 new 
infections -- the biggest 
jump in the kingdom 
in a single day.  Saudi 
Arabia, which has reported 
the highest number of 
infections in the Gulf, 
began implementing a 
nationwide dusk-to-dawn 
curfew on Monday to 
limit the spread of the 
deadly COVID-19 illness.  

The Arab world’s biggest 
economy has also closed 
down cinemas, malls and 
restaurants, halted flights 
and suspended the year-
round umrah pilgrimage 
as it steps up efforts to 
contain the virus.  

Hong Kong, Mar. 25:
Asian equities soared 

again Wednesday following 
a blockbuster day in New 
York and Europe as US 
lawmakers edge towards 
a mammoth stimulus 
package to support the 
world’s top economy 
against the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

While the deadly 
disease continues to 
spread, traders have 
a rare semblance of 
optimism after weeks 
of carnage across global 
markets, with eyes fixed 
on Washington where 
lawmakers are thrashing 
out an emergency bill 
worth as much as USD 
2 trillion - around 10 per 
cent of US gross domestic 
product.  

“At this point, of the 
few outstanding issues, 

I don’t see any that 
can’t be overcome in 
the next few hours,” top 
Senate Democrat Chuck 
Schumer told the chamber 
after meeting Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin.  

The optimism, shared 
by Republican leaders 
and Mnuchin, was a ray 
of hope after partisan 
infighting had led to talks 
breaking down earlier 
this week.  The prospect 
of a massive spending 
splurge, combined with 
the Federal Reserve’s 
pledge to essentially print 
as much cash is needed, 
sent Wall Street into 
overdrive Tuesday, with 
the Dow seeing its biggest 
percentage-point rise since 
1933, while the S&P 500 
enjoyed its best day in 
more than a decade.  

And the gains spread 

into Asia, which rallied 
for a second straight day.  

Tokyo went into the 
break 5.7 per cent higher, 
Hong Kong, Sydney, 
Singapore and Wellington 
all gained more than two 
per cent. Seoul and Taipei 
each climbed more than 
four percent and Manila 
piled on more than five 
percent. Shanghai was a 
little shy of two percent 
higher.  Adding to the 
more upbeat mood was 
the G7’s promise to do 
“whatever is necessary”.  

The unprecedented 
moves are part of a 
worldwide response to 
the rapid financial shock 
caused by the COVID-19 
outbreak, which has locked 
down countries including 
the US and brought the 
global economy to a 
juddering halt.   

Markets surge as US targets 
blockbuster bill

Moscow, Mar. 25:  
A 7.5 magnitude earthquake struck 

in the northern Pacific on Wednesday 
and a tsunami warning was issued for 
the closest shores on Russia’s far east-
ern Kuril Islands. A tsunami watch 
was in place for Hawaii.   

 The US Geological Survey said 
the quake struck 219 kilometers south-
southeast of Severo on the Kuril chain 
far north of Japan. It was 56 kilome-
ters (37 miles) deep.   

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Cen-
ter said hazardous tsunami waves were 
possible within 1,000 kilometers (600 

miles) of the quake’s epicenter.   
It said earthquakes of this strength 

in the past have caused tsunamis far 
from the epicenter. A tsunami watch 
was issued for Hawaii but the center 
said it was still investigating if there 
was a threat to the islands.   

The US National Tsunami Warn-
ing Center also still was analysing the 
event to determine the level of danger 
for Alaska and the US West Coast.   

The Japan Meteorological Agency 
said the quake was a stronger 7.8 mag-
nitude and may cause a slight change 
of sea levels around Japanese coasts.      

Quake, tsunami 
alert in Pacific

Tokyo, Mar 25:  
The historic decision 

to postpone this year’s 
Olympic Games over 
the coronavirus pandemic 
is likely to pile on the 
pain for Japan’s economy, 
already expected to be 
roiled by the global virus 
outbreak, economists say.   

 What has the Games 
cost Japan?At the end of 
2019, organisers estimat-
ed the total cost of the 
Games at around 1.35 
trillion yen ($12.6 bil-

Olympics postponement to cost 
Japan $12.6 bn
lion).   

That is divided be-
tween the city of Tokyo, 
which is paying 597 bil-
lion yen, the Japanese 
organising committee, 
which contributes 603 
billion yen and the cen-
tral government, which is 
paying 150 billion yen.   

But the actual costs 
for the country have 
been hotly debated, with 
a widely publicised audit 
report estimating nation-
al government spending 
from the bid in 2013 un-
til 2018 at 1.06 trillion 
yen, nearly 10 times the 
budget.   

Japanese businesses 
have also poured money 
into the event in spon-
sorships, paying out a 

record 348 billion yen 
($3.3 billion).   

And that figure 
doesn’t include the part-
nerships signed between 
major companies and the 
International Olympic 
Committee for rights to 
sponsor several Games. 
Among those are giants 
including Japan’s Toyota, 
Bridgestone and Pana-
sonic.   

Toshiro Muto, CEO of 
Tokyo 2020, asked about 
how much delaying the 
games will cost Japan, 
said: “The basic policy 
of postponement was de-
cided today. How exactly 
are we going to achieve 
the postponement? That 
will be discussed among 
the IOC, us and Tokyo. 

I am sure it will be very 
difficult.”   Which sectors 
would be affected?   

According to analysts 
at Capital Economics, 
one key factor to con-
sider in terms of how a 
postponement might hit 
Japan’s economy is that 
most of the spending has 
already happened.   

That means the effects 
of outlays, most notably 
on construction of new 
sporting venues, has al-
ready been factored into 
GDP in recent years.   

But a postponement 
could drag down tourism 
as well as general con-
sumption in the country, 
already under pressure 
after a controversial sales 
tax hike last year.   

Flipkart suspends 
operations

New Delhi, Mar. 25:
Walmart-owned Flip-

kart on Wednesday said 
it was suspending its op-
erations temporarily as 
India entered into a 21-
day lockdown to contain 
the spread of Covid-19 
pandemic. Industry ex-
perts also flagged chal-
lenges around movement 
of delivery personnel and 
staff, as well as interstate 
movement of goods amid 
lockdown across the 
country.
Some e-commerce 

players are also urging 
the government to ex-
pand the scope of essen-
tial products beyond food 
items and medicines to 
include other products, 
like cable and routers 
that may be required for 
customers who are work-
ing from home.

Public Notice
The Honourable High Court Chennai vide its order in C.R.P (NPD) 
No-1103 of 2013 dated 11.3.2020 has decided to hold Public Auction 
on 15.04.2020 to sell the schedule mentioned property. All the 
interested persons may contact Mr. Sathish Kumar (Advocate - ) No- 
39B, P.T. Rajan Salai, K.K.Nagar, Chennai- 600 078, Mob- 95519 
29240 for details and inspection. The time limit for inspection is up to 
8.4.2020 and people interested may be present on 15.4.2020 Before 
Honourable Justice Mr. S.Vaidyanathan at 10.30 AM. 

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY 
All that Piece and Parcel of vacant land situated at Thirumazhisai 
Village, Sripermandur Taluk, Presently Thiruvellore District, 
Comprised in Survey No- 106 “Anbu Nagar” bearing Plot No- 113 
measuring 5661 sqft and Plot No - 114 Measuring -2895 sqft.

Adinarayana Rao
Advocate

39, P.T.Rajan Salai, KK Nagar, Chennai 6000078
Mobile: 98400 88821

New Delhi, Mar 25:
Giving relief to citizens 

amid the co ronav i ru s 
outbreak, the government 
on Tuesday removed charges 
on withdrawal of funds from 
other bank ATMs and also 

exempted account holders 
from maintaining minimum 
balance.
Announcing the initiatives, 

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Si tharaman said these 
concessions will continue 

for three months till June 30.
All banks, including 

private sector ones, will 
waive off minimum balance 
and ATM fees for the next 
three months.
“At the moment, these 

Banks waives minimum balance charges, 
no fee for withdrawal from ATM

relaxations are for three 
months. As we go along, 
we wi l l cons ide r the 
situation and take decision 
accordingly,” she said.
She a l so announced 

reduced bank charges for 
digital trade transactions for 
all trade finance consumers 
to promote digital payment.
With regard to the commerce 
ministry, the finance minister 
said extension of timelines 
for various compliance and 
procedures will be given.
Besides, she said all 

sanitary import permits (SIPs) 
for SPF Shrimp Broodstock 
and other agriculture inputs 
expiring between March 
1 and April 14 has been 
extended by 3 months. She 
said the delay up to 1 month 
in arrival of consignments 
will be condoned.Rebooking 
of quarantine cubicles for 
cancelled consignments in 
Aquatic Quarantine Facility 
(AQF), Chennai, will be 
without additional booking 
charges, she said adding that 
the verification of documents 
and grant of NOC for 
quarantine would be relaxed 
from 7 days to 3 days.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
[Regulation 31(2) read with Regulation 12(3) of the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Board of
India (Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016]

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE STAKEHOLDERS OF JAYDEV 
CONSTRUCTIONS PRIVATE LIMITED – IN LIQUIDATION

_______________________________________________________
Pursuant to Regulation 31(2) of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board 
of India (Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016, Public Announcement 
is hereby made that the List of Stakeholders of Jaydev Constructions 
Private Limited – in Liquidation (“Corporate Debtor”) has been prepared 
by the Liquidator, which has been filed with the Hon’ble National 
Company Law Tribunal, Chennai Bench (“Hon’ble NCLT”) on 20th 
March, 2020.
List of Stakeholders showing complete details of the amount of claims 
admitted by the Liquidator, extent upto which the claims are secured/
unsecured, details of Stakeholders and proofs admitted/rejected in part 
and those wholly rejected, if any, can be accessed with Liquidator. 
In case of any additional information warranting modification in their 
claim value(s) admitted, a separate application to modify the list of 
stakeholders shall be sent to the Adjudicating Authority as per regulation 
31(3) of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy of Board of India (Liquidation 
Process) Regulations 2016 and the list shall be modified in the manner 
directed by the Adjudicating Authority.
K MURUGANANDAN FCA, Liquidator, IP Registration no. IBBI/IPA-
001/IP-P01061/2017-2018/11754, No:10, K P N Colony 2nd Street, 
Union Mill Road, Tirupur – 641 601. Phone No: 9842287517, Email id: 
kanandca@gmail.com
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Palani, Mar 25:
Palani Taluk Police officials who on patrol duty 

arrested six persons for gambling and recovered 
from them Rs 750. The incident took place near 
the Pondhupuli area, said the police after arresting 
all the six.
According to the police sources, Kanmani (25), 

Sadhasivam (25), Karuppusamy (41), all belonging to 
Kavalapatti, Velayudham Palayam Ramasamy (25) and 
Ganesan (26) and Pondhupuli village Karuppusamy 
(24) were all arrested by the patrol police team.

6 gamblers arrested

The gates at the entrances of the Tiruchi Railway 
station were closed down, after the Railway Department 
announced that all the trains will be cancelled. People, 
who on Sunday night expecting waiting at the railway 
station, waiting for their trains, after coming to know 
that all the trains were cancelled, left from the station 
during late night, sources said. The doors of the ticket 
counters and other shops, including the vegetarian 
restaurants were closed.

Thuraiyur, Mar 25:
R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e 

Thuraiyur Ward 14 in a 
memorandum submitted to 
the Thuraiyur Municipality 
have requested to take 
immediate action against 
the hundreds of shops 
that were encroached on 
platforms of Nallavandu 
Lane and Madhava Rao 
lane, causing disturbance 
for the smooth flow of 
traffic as well creating 
difficulty to pedestrians 
to walk freely.
The residents in the 

memorandum submitted 
to the Municipality, have 
stated that in the ward No 
14 more than five hundred 
families are living, who 
for their duties and 
other work could not 
use the platforms, as 
they are encroached by 
some unauthorised by 
pavement vendors, selling 
vegetables.
The residents also stated 

that a vegetable market 
with around 45 permitted 
shops were functioning 
and are paying rent to 
the Municipal. The other 
50 shops were run on 
contract basis, but the 
other 100 unpermitted 
shops are encroaching 
the platforms, causing 

Thuraiyur residents seek action 
against encroachments

d i s tu rbance fo r the 
pedestrians and also to 
ride bicycles and other 
two wheelers in these 
two lanes.
In late evenings, the 

unsold vegetables which 
become rotten are thrown 
publicly and never deposit 
them in waste baskets, 
due to which the people 
who ride vehicles on 
these roads are badly hit, 
the memorandum further 
added.
The residents also stated 

that several unauthorised 

shops selling fish and 
meat, after the market 
hours, have been throwing 
out the wastage publicly, 
due to which the residents 
are witnessing the stray 
dogs fights on streets, 
thus creating nuisance to 
public.
The residents experience 

more difficulty during 
fes t iv i t i es , as more 
number of shops come 
in to occupy ing the 
place along with the 
unauthorised shops.
The residents have 

also pointed out that 
the Thuraiyur Vegetable 
Merchants Association, 
on several occasions, had 
requested the Municipality 
to take action, but had 
fallen on deaf years, said 
the Memorandum.
Unless, the stringent 

action is taken, there 
will be no end to the 
problems that are created 
by the unauthorised 
vegetable merchants, said 
the memorandum.

Tirunelveli District Collector Shilpa Prabakar Satish conducted inspection at the disinfection work carried 
out by the Tirunelveli Corporation employees, as well by some private agencies in the Tirunelveli District 
Government Medical College Hospital recently. Sub-Collector Manish Naravanarey, Principal of the Medical 
College Hospital Dr Ravichandran, Corporation Commissioner Kannan, Town Welfare Officer for Tirunelveli 
Metro Dr Satish Kumar and various other officials were present at the cleaning work.

Palani, Mar 25:
The Palani Municipal 

Administration has taken 
steps to quarantine all 
members of the 28 
families, after some 
members of the families 
returned home from 
foreign countries.
Qurantine does not come 

in a way for the families 
who have been touring 
within the country, and 
of late, with the spread 
of coronavirus throughout 
the country, which was 
transmitted from other 
countries through various 
visitors to India. The 
Government by keeping in 
view of the bad situation 
that the people in the 

country, has been asking 
the foreign returnees to 
isolate themselves and 
their family members to 
prevent themselves from 
the viral attack.
T h e  M u n i c i p a l 

administration has taken 
serious steps against a 
29-year-old-woman and 
her three-year chi ld 
who returned to Palani 
Goundenkulam village 
after making a short visit 
to Dubai. The woman 
and her child straight 
went to her parents house 
consisting of a total of 5 
members. The Municipal 
Health Officials who came 
to know about the woman 
and the child staying 

Palani Muncipal administration 
quarantines 28 families

along with her family 
members , conducted 
medical tests and asked 
them all to quarantine 
themselves for at least 23 
days, as they feared that 
all the family members 
were contacted with the 
virus attack. 
The off ic ia ls a lso 

warned all the family 

members not to move 
away from homes, i.e., 
trespass from the isolated 
area.Since, March 1, the 
Municipal administration 
has isolated members 
of 28 various families, 
after it came to know 
that several persons have 
travelled to India from 
other countries.

President of the Madurai District Cooperative Super Market Raja distributed masks freely to the workers 
of the market to guard themselves against contacting coronavirus. Managing Director Rajaguru and Trade 
Union President Rajendran were present.

 NAME  CHANGE
I, No. 2580323H NK                   

M.Rajamohan Residing at No. 
1/216, South Street, Duraisamy 
puram, Sivasangupatti, 
Sankarapandiya puram, 
Elayirampannai Post, Sattur 
Taluk, Virudhunagar District, 
Tamilnadu - 626 201 do hereby 
solemnly afirm and state on 
oath as follows: My son name 
is R.PATHMANABAN. But in 
Army record his name is    
R.PADHMANATHAN. Hence 
forth my son name is 
R.PATHMANABAN. It is for 
general info for public at large.

Pudukottai, Mar 25:
District Collector P.Uma 

Maheswari who was 
inspecting the spraying 
of the disinfectants on 
roads carried out by the 
district Self-Help Women 
group, thanked all the 
residents of the district 
for sincerely obeying 
the orders of the TN 
Government to impose 
themselves the Sec.144 
for distancing themselves 
from contacting the 
Coronavirus.
In an informal chat 

with newsmen Collector 
P.Uma Maheswari said 
that in the district all 
precautionary steps have 
been taken to prevent the 
spread of the virus. She 
said that the disinfectants 
were getting sprayed at 
all public places like 
bus-terminus and railway 
stations and also market 
area, where people would 
always gather in large 
numbers.
The Collector allyed 

the fears over the virus, 
said that the spraying 
work has been carried out 
on all nook and corners 
of every village in the 
district. She also said 
that the governmemnt 
has been taking steps 
to create awareness 
abou t the peop le’ s 
role in preventing the 
coronavirus.
T h e  C o l l e c t o r 

also said that in the 
Pudukottai Poomalai 
Commercial Complex, 
several self-help groups 
have been carrying out 
the manufacture of 
disinfectants and masks 

Collector thanks people, for strictly 
following Sec.144 code of conduct

to be freely distributed 
to the people to contain 
the spread of virus.
The Collector also said 

that she recently visited 
the commercial complex, 
and the women self-help 
group members from 
Pudukottai, Keeranur, 
Viralimalai and also from  
adjoining area have been 
producing them. She said 
that the SHGs produce 
a minimum of 50,000 
masks per week. She 
also asked the people not 
to move out of homes, 
unless for important 
work.
During the inspection 

t h e  M u n i c i p a l 

Commiss ioner Jeeva 
Subramanian, Director 
of Women Planning 

Lalitha and various other 
officials accompanied the 
Collector.
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Chennai, Mar 25:
The Assembly on Tuesday granted demands for 27 

departments besides passing   bill which provides for 
a vital change in ensuring 20 per cent reservation in 
direct recruitment for candidates who have studied in 
Tamil medium. 

Assembly adjourned 
sine die

Chennai, Mar 25:
The residents on home 

quarantine have come out 
of their homes before 
the stipulated time, the 
persons will be taken to 
government quarantine 
facilities, Corporation 
Commissioner Prakash 
said.
Chennai Corporation 

officials and the police 
will gather information 
from neighbours about 
h o m e  q u a r a n t i n e d 
persons stepping out of 
homes. Residents welfare 
associations have been 
advised to take necessary 
measures for soc ia l 
distancing, officials said 
today.
Once the Corporation 

officials find that the 
r e s i d e n t s  o n home 
quarantine have come 
out of their homes before 
the stipulated time, the 
persons will be taken to 
government quarantine 
facilities. In case people 
have information about 
such people wandering 
during the quarantine 
period, they can call 
the Corporation Control 
Room at 044-25384520, 
and inform the officials.
The Chennai Corporation 

has readied 400 beds 

in hospitals such as 
Communicable Diseases 
Hospital in Tondiarpet, 
secondary care facilities in 
Injambakkam, Tiruvottiyur 
and Manali.
Chennai Corporation 

Commissioner G.Prakash 
said “one infected person 
can spread the infection 
to one lakh persons. 
Zonal officers and health 
officers, be ruthless in 
your approach. If you 
are soft, you are violating 
your professional ethics. 
Being ruthless and strict 
is the only option. We 
will have to teach those 
who violate norms a 
lesson. Otherwise they 
will spread the disease. 
Be strict in quarantine 
follow up. When you shut 
down an establishment, 
officials should not have 
any ulterior motive.”
It has also started shutting 

down IT companies that 
fail to adhere to “social 
distancing norms” to 
contain the spread of 
COVID-19. According 
to the government order 
for COVID-19 infection 
prevention and control, 
exempted industries have 
been permitted to operate 
at 50% of the strength on 
rotation basis.

Persons have to maintain 
a distance of one metre, 
as part of the social 
distancing to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.
Prakash said all the 

4,196 residents in the 
city on home quarantine 
have to be advised to 
remain indoors. The 
civic officials are also 
exploring options of geo 
tagging such persons on 
home quarantine.
Responding to civic 

officials who pointed 
to instances of residents 
i n  h i g h  i n c o m e 
neighbourhoods violating 
h o m e  q u a r a n t i n e , 
Deputy Commissioner 
(Health) Madhusudan 
Reddy said, “The police 
wi l l accompany the 
Corporation workers to 
homes where residents 
have been quarantined. 
Those who violate home 
quarantine norms will be 
brought to government 
quarantine homes, which 
will be a hospital or a 
hostel or a school. We 
can send the message 
very strongly to the 
people that these officials 
of Corporation will go to 
any extent to lock you 
down under the existing 
rules,” Mr.Reddy added.

On Tuesday, Chennai 
Corporation shut down 
an IT company in south 
Chennai after officials 
found that the risk of 
spread of COVID-19 was 
high because the company 
permitted crowding of 
employees on its premises. 
The employees were 
allowed to work, sitting in 
close proximity. Chennai 
Corporation officials who 
analysed the data of the 
company found that the 
employees were frequent 
travellers who increase 
the risk of spread of 
COVID-19.
Six hours after the 

premises was sealed by the 
Chennai Corporation, the 
IT management agreed to 
adhere to social distancing 
norms, following which 
Chennai Corporat ion 
officials desealed the 
premises.
Chennai Corporation on 

Tuesday shut down most 
of its office buildings, 
a sk ing re s iden t s to 
communicate through 
social media such as 
Twitter and Facebook, 
However, Ripon Buildings 
will remain open 24X7 
to facilitate COVID-19 
prevention.

Home quanrantine violators
 will be taken

to corporation hospitals
Take measures for social distancing, 

welfare Associations told

Chennai,Mar 25:
Industrial growth has 

been adversely affected by 
the temporary closure of 
industrial units and commercial 
establishments following the 
outbreak of COVID-19, Deputy 
Chief Minister and Finance 
Minister O. Panneerselvam 
informed the Assembly on 
Tuesday.
Addressing the Assembly 

during the debate on the 
demands for grants to 
the Finance Department, 
Panneerselvam said major 
industrial hubs like Chennai, 
Coimbatore, Erode, Tiruppur, 
Salem, Madurai and Thoothukudi, 
among others, had been affected.
Exports in the manufacturing 

sector, including those of textile 
and knitwear products and 
machinery, had been hit, he said, 
pointing out that both exports 
and imports of goods had been 
affected due to the suspension 
of cargo movement to and from 

foreign countries. “Vehicular 
transport too has largely reduced,” 
Mr. Panneerselvam said.
“Due to these reasons, there 

has been a slump in the 
economy. No one could predict 
the economic loss resulting from 
the spread of a pandemic like 
COVID-19,” he said.
“The State government has 

a duty to implement people’s 
welfare schemes and make capital 
expenditure, despite the unusual 
circumstances. Funds for taking 
precautionary measures against 
the pandemic would be allocated 
from the State Disaster Response 
Fund,” Mr. Panneerselvam said.
The State government would 

take steps to overcome the dip 
in industrial growth and ensure 
growth by implementing all the 
schemes of various departments. 
IGST dues of about Rs. 7,517 
crore were yet to be settled by 
the Centre, he said. Though the 
15th Finance Commission had 
recommended a marginal increase 

in the funds allocated to Tamil 
Nadu, he said, “There are several 
problems facing the State, which 
require solutions. The Tamil 
Nadu government would present 
a revised note to the 15th 
Finance Commission.”
Around 500 tourists and 

students from Tamil Nadu, who 
were stranded abroad due to 
the COVID-19 outbreak, had 
been brought back to the State, 
Panneerselvam said.

Marina Commercial Town 
He said Tamil Nadu Housing 

Board had retrieved 153.69 acres 
of lands worth Rs 854.12 crore 
which were encroached in various 
districts. He also informed the 
House that steps were being 
taken to establish Marina 
Commercial Town at Foreshore 
Estate in 25.16 acres. This town 
will have a mega commercial 
complex and restaurants, and 
this would be a landmark for 
Chennai metropolitan city.

Industrial growth adversely 
affected by COVID-19: OPS

Announces Marina Commercial Town at Foreshore Estate

Police vigilance is on place to curtail movement even in late hours in Coimbatore. 

Coimbatore Bus Stand looks deserted as people fully stand by Chief Minister 
Edapadi Palanisami’s appeal for total lock down. 

Madurai College Higher Secondary School along with Pondi Bazaar Merchants 
Association is creating awareness on importance of social distancing for prevention 
of the spread and explained about the importance of State government’s measures 
to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

Revenue and Disaster Management minister R B Udaya Kumar reviewed the implementation of various 
efforts initiated by chief minister Edapadi Palanisami in all 37 districts in Tamil Nadu. Addln chief secrtary 
Atula Mishra, Revenue Administaration commisioner J Radhakrishnan, Land Adminstration Commisioner 
Bansal and Disaster Management director T Jaganathamn were present at this meet.

Chennai, Mar 25:
The law and order 

situation is under control 
in Tamil Nadu and it 
is better than it was 
under the erstwhile DMK 
regime, Chief Minister 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
said in the Assembly on 
Tuesday.
In his reply during 

t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e 
demands for grants to 
the Police Department, 
Mr. Palaniswami said 
murder-for-gain cases at 
the end of 2010 was 
1,868, but there were only 
1,745 such cases during 
2019-end.
“This means it rose by 

5.9% every year during 
the DMK regime and has 
reduced by 0.7% over the 
past 9 years,” the Chief 
Minister said.
P a l a n i sw am i  a l s o 

pointed out that the fund 
allocation for the Police 
Department was only Rs. 
2,962 crore during 2010 
under the erstwhile DMK 
regime, but had risen to 
Rs. 8,826 crore during the 
2020-21 period.
Referring to the proposed 

recruitment of over 2,500 
police personnel, the 
CM said once they are 
recruited, the vacancies 
in the Police Department 
would be a mere 2%, as 

Crime rate down, Law and order under control : CM
against 19.5% when the 
AIADMK came to power 
in 2011.
“Police personnel have 

been taking appropriate 
safe ty and secur i ty 
arrangements over protests 

in various places against 
the Centre’s Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act to 
ensure religious harmony 
and avoid disturbance 
to the general public,” 
Palaniswami said.

Chennai, Mar 25:
Deputy director of 

cinema 26-year-old old 
Vinodh Kambili died  
yesterday evenning when 
his motorcycle hit the 
trffice median on the outers 
ring road in Ulundurpet in 
Kallakurichi district day 

before yesterday night.
Policse on informatioon 

rushed to the spot and 
sent the body for post 
mortem to the hospital. 
He had been asssted the 
directordirector for several 
small films

Film director dead

Tiruchi, Mar 25:  
Chennai based Ready microbiology system (RMS) has come forward to extend its helping 

hands to the Central and State Governments whichare fighting against the Covid-19 virus,for 
the production of viraltransport media through its consultants who are clinicalmicrobiologist 
with product manufacturing experience in India, USA andMiddle east countries and has 
experience handling prestigiousGulf Cooperation Council (GCC) tenders for microbiology 
productsin Saudi Arabia.  
Director of the RMS, Dr.K.Khaleel told Trinity Mirror that since the earlydiagnosis 

leads to better prognosis, it is urgent need for increasingthe testing centres for accurate 
diagnosis of infectious diseases ,proper specimen collection and transport is mandatory. 
As far asrespiratory viral infection is concerned there is a shortage ofsupply of transport 
media which is widely used successfully for RapidAntigen testing, Direct Fluorescent 
Antigen / Antibody (DFA) and formolecular based assays, he added.  
Referring to the guidelines of the Centers for Disease Controland Prevention (CDC) for Collecting, handling, and 

testing clinicalspecimens from patients under Investigation for Covid-19, Dr.Khaleelsaid for upper respiratory specimens, 
the CDC is recommendingnasopharyngeal washes/aspirates, nasal aspirates or to collect both anasopharyngeal swab 
and an oropharyngeal swab made of synthetic fiberwith plastic applicators. Once the specimens are collected, 
it isrecommended that the swabs are placed in 3 ml of viral transportmedia. Other specimens are collected and 
transported according tointernational guidelines, he emphasised.  

Ready Microbiology joins efforts 
to fight Covid-19 virus

Dr.Khaleel

Electricity Minister P.Thangamani met Chief Minsiter 
Edappadi Palaniswami and sought his wishes before 
tabling the demand for grant for the department of 
Electricity for discussion in the Assembly.

Chief Minsiter Edappadi Palaniswami called on 
Speaker P.Dhanapal before tabling the demand for 
grant for the department of Police, Fire rescue for 
discussion in the Assembly.

Poompuhar MLA S.Pawnraj, Seerkali MLA P.V. Sarathy, Mayiladuthurai MLA 
V.Radhakrishnan called on Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami at his camp 
office and thanked him for creatin the Mayiladuthurai district by bifurcating 
Nagapattinam district.
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